Magnetic resonance studies of brain lesions in patients with Kawasaki disease.
We evaluated brain lesions in patients with coronary arterial lesions (CAL) as a complication of Kawasaki disease (KD) by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and magnetic resonance angiography (MRA). Among 47 patients who underwent coronary angiography for the evaluation of CAL due to KD at Kyushu University Hospital from April 1996 to September 2004, 24 patients were evaluated prospectively by brain MRI and MRA 0.1-21.2 years after the onset of KD. Although most patients had irritability or lethargy, none of them had significant neurological symptoms or signs during the acute phase, except one who showed neck stiffness. In one patient with no apparent neurological symptoms out of the 24 patients, brain MRI and MRA revealed right cerebellar infarction and obliteration of the right posterior inferior cerebellar artery, respectively. These results revealed the presence of cerebrovascular lesion in one of the 24 KD patients with CAL and suggested the need to consider the possibility of brain lesions in severe cases of KD with or without neurological symptoms.